
The digester uses a natural biological 
process under controlled conditions 
to break down organic material into 
usable gas, solids and liquids.

2 The captured gas is quickly 
processed to remove water, 
carbon dioxide and other trace 
compounds leaving clean 
renewable natural gas (RNG).

3
The clean renewable natural gas 
is piped to end users to power 
thousands of trucks, buses and fleet 
vehicles throughout California.

4

Cow manure from dairies 
is sent to on-site dairy 
digesters, that capture 
methane gas...keeping it 
out of our atmosphere.
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California’s Clean-Air Fuel
The California Air Resources Board required investments in digesters. Here’s what they do.

Water Treatment Plants Municipal Landfills

Other Sources of Renewable Natural Gas

A valuable byproduct of municipal water 
treatment facilities is renewable natural 
gas. Before it can enter our atmosphere, 
that gas (RNG) is processed, and  piped 
throughout California to be used as fuel 
for municipal buses, semi-trucks and 
delivery vans.

Decomposing waste in landfills produce  
a mixture of methane and carbon 
dioxide. Municipal landfills capture 
this natural gas, keeping it from the 
atmosphere and using the renewable 
natural gas to power thousands  of 
buses, trucks and fleet vehicles.

Keeping our air clean. Powering California.

Methane Gas

Clean Food Waste

Waste not...

Food Waste Bin

Food Waste Bin

Unused and unsellable food 
waste is collected by grocery 

stores to be recycled into 
usable clean energy.

1

The food waste is shipped to an anaerobic 
digester which naturally breaks down the food 
waste into usable gas, solids and liquids.

2

The captured gas is quickly 
processed to remove water, 
carbon dioxide and other trace 
compounds leaving clean 
renewable natural gas (RNG).

3
The clean renewable natural gas 
is piped to end users to power 
thousands of trucks, buses and fleet 
vehicles throughout California.
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For every $1,000 in revenue grocery 
stores generate, 10 pounds of food 
waste is created. More than 10% of 
that waste is converted to renewable 
natural gas to be used in clean-fuel 
vehicles. (Source: Food Marketing Institute)

For more RNG information visit www.CaliforniaRNG.org
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